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SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR GUIDANCE ON BILATERAL CONTACTS WITH PRC 
CONTACTS 

1. AMBASSADOR WOODCOCK WILL BE TRANSITING RANGOON MARCH 18-20 
ENROUTE BACK TO PEKING EROM NEW DELHI LABOR OEEICERS CONEERENCE. 
UPON THE RECOMMENDATION OE ONE OF MY SENIOR OEEICERS, I AM CONSIDER- 
ING INVITING LOCAL PRC AMBASSADOR TO PRIVATE LUNCH WHICH WOULD 
INCLUDE ONLY PRC AMBASSADOR, HIS INTERPRETER, AMBASSADOR WOODCOCK, 
AND MYSELE. HOWEVER, I AM UNCLEAR AS TO WHETHER THIS IS 
PERMISSIBLE UNDER CURRENT DEPARTMENTAL INSTRUCTIONS ON 
BILATERAL CONTACTS WITH PRC REPRESENTATIVES. I WOULD APPRECIATE 
APPROPRIATE GUIDANCE. 

2. 1 HAVE NOT REPEAT NOT ESTABLISHED A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH 
PRC AMBASSADOR. I HAVE NOT CALLED ON HIM NOR HE ON ME. HOWEVER, I 
DO SEE HIM SOCIALLY AT DIPLOMATIC EUNCTIONS AND HE HAS EXHIBITED 
NO HOSTILITY. NORMALLY, HE SPEAKS, SMILES AND SHAKES HANDS. OUR 
LACK OE A COMMON LANGUAGE RESTRICTS CONVERSATION. SELECTED 
LOWER RANKING MEMBERS OE THE MISSION DO HAVE LIMITED CONTACTS 
WITH MEMBERS OF THE PRC MISSION, GENERALLY IN A ERIENDLY 
ATMOSPHERE. 

CONEIDENTIAL 
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3. IT WOULD PROBABLY BE HELPEUL TO OTHER MEMBERS OE THE MISSION 
WHO HAVE CONTACTS WITH PRC IP I MADE SUCH A GESTURE, EVEN IP 
PRC AMBASSADOR DID NOT ACCEPT THE INVITATION. I AM CONFIDENT 
THE GUB WOULD VIEW SUCH A GESTURE WITH PAVOR AND AMONG MY 
DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUES, ONLY THE SOVIETS ARE LIKELY TO BE 
IRRITATED OR UNDULY CONCERNED. 
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